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OPEN SPACE PROGRAMS◄◄

FULL MOON HIKE Ages 8 and older 
Discover Aurora’s true nature under the light of the 
full moon and learn a little about its history with this 
guided nature hike. 
22520 Cold Moon Wed., Dec. 11, 5-6:30 p.m. 
Pronghorn Natural Area

MORNING BIRD WALKS Ages 8 and older 
Join us to see what birds are out and about. 
22529 Sat., Jan. 11, 8:30-10 a.m. 
Coal Creek Arena 
22533 Sat., Feb. 8, 8:30- 10 a.m. 
Sand Creek Park

NATURE HISTORY SERIES Ages 18 and older 
Appreciate the important roles topography, plants & 
animals play in our environment & how they have 
influenced history and culture with this guided hike. 
22546 Devastation of the Dust Bowl 
Sun., Dec. 1, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.   
Pronghorn Natural Area  
22547 The Lasting Effects of the Hayman Fire  
Sun., Jan. 5, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.   
Ponderosa Preserve  
22548 History of the Highline Canal 
Sun., Feb. 2, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.   
Triple Creek Trailhead  

WINTER IN AURORA

It’s here! With its leafless trees, frozen soil and early sunsets, 
winter has made its way to Aurora once again. Taking 
cues from our wildlife neighbors, a few of us may choose 
to migrate someplace warmer where food sources are 
more abundant, others will throw on a thick winter coat 
and snowshoe their way through the open spaces and a 
good portion of us will simply wait inside until spring arrives. 
Whatever your winter preparations look like, we encourage 
you to take a moment to enjoy the beauty of winter in 
Aurora! From the rabbit tracks in the snow to the songbirds 
at your feeders, there is so much nature to be discovered. 

DECEMBER◄◄ 
• For some early Native American tribes, this was the 
month of the Full Long Nights Moon or the Full Cold Moon.
• Beavers are monogamous; they usually have only 
one mate for life and they are active all winter long.
• This year marks the 120th Audubon Christmas 
bird count! Results are published nationally and are 
used to track bird populations throughout North 
America. If you’re a birder, be sure to participate! 

JANUARY◄◄
• January takes its name from Janus, the Roman two-faced 
god who guards the passage between past and present. 
• Earth reaches perihelion, its annual position closest to 
the sun on January 4.   
• Insects are ectothermic or cold blooded, so their 
body temperatures match that of the environment. 
To cope with winter, many insects lay eggs and die. 
More insects survive the winter in egg or pupa stage 
than as larvae or adults. Some aquatic insects spend 
the winter encased in ice but not frozen. Their bodies 
undergo complex chemical changes that allow them 
to remain dormant under the ice.

FEBRUARY◄◄
• Great horned owls are Colorado’s earliest 
nesters. They commandeer other birds’ nests, 
never building their own, and lay their eggs before 
most other birds are even courting. 
• On cold winter mornings, courting coyotes wrestle 
playfully in the snow and chase each other through 
the woods. Several males try to gain the attention of 
a single female who is in estrus. Once she chooses a 
partner, the pair hunt together and work on enlarging 
their den, typically located in a burrow.
• This is a great time to pull perennial weeds, like common 
mallow (Malva neglecta). Though it is generally considered 
a weed, it is both edible and medicinal. Young leaves can be 
eaten raw or cooked, or used as a thickener for soups. Early 
Native Americans used mallow to heal skin irritations. 

Welcome winter and enjoy the natural beauty of Aurora 
by joining the Aurora naturalist team for a hike, cozy 
campfire or some stargazing!



SENAC CREEK NATURE CENTER AT AURORA RESERVOIR◄◄
When attending programs at Senac Creek Nature Center, 
reservoir entry is free during the time of the program.
LITTLE NATURALISTS Ages 5 and younger 
Join us with your little ones for puppets, interactive 
activities and discovery time on the Aurora Reservoir 
trail. No registration required. 
Every Friday, 9:30-10:30 a.m.
JR RANGERS Ages 6-12 
Learn about Aurora’s true nature as you explore some 
of its beautiful open spaces. 
22509 WINTER SOLSTICE Sun., Jan. 12 1:30-3 p.m.
WINTER NATURE FUN Ages 8-12, inclusive to 
children of all abilities 
Join us for one, two or all three fun-filled days of 
winter survival, animal tracking and more! 
22524 
9 a.m. to noon • $10 per child per day 
Mon., Dec. 30 
Tues., Dec. 31 
Thurs., Jan. 2  
FULL MOON HIKE Ages 8 and older 
Discover Aurora’s true nature under the light of the full moon 
and learn a little about its history with this guided nature hike. 
22522 Wolf Moon Fri., Jan. 10, 4:30-5:30 p.m.
MORNING BIRD WALK Ages 8 and older 
Join us to see what birds are out and about. 
22525 Sat., Dec. 14 8:30-10 a.m.
WINTER’S COOL CREATURES Ages 2 and older 
Enjoy learning all about how our wildlife prepares for 
winter. Investigate their pelts and skulls and hear amazing 
stories about their unique behaviors and adaptations. 
22624 Sat., Jan. 25, 10-11:30 a.m.
BOATING BASICS 
Join our Park Rangers for a boating 101 crash course. 
This class is your guide to choosing the proper 
watercraft, understanding boating laws and park rules 
and learning weather awareness.
25228 Sat., Feb. 23, 11 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.
Aurora Reservoir Multipurpose Room located next to 
the park office

PLAINS CONSERVATION CENTER◄◄
All programs at PCC require registration the Denver 
Botanic Gardens website. Visit Botanicgardens.org, click 
education registration; Plains Conservation Center.
PRAIRIE WAGON RIDES WITH SANTA 
Special event for all ages! $10 per person 
Get in the mood for the holidays with a wagon ride next 
to Santa! Enjoy crafts, snacks and discover Aurora’s true 
nature on the prairie. Time slots available upon registration.  
Sat. and Sun., Dec. 14 and 15, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
ASTRONOMY NIGHTS Ages 6 and older, 
$8 per person (ages 2 and younger free) 
Join us to learn about the night sky through a scientific 
presentation and mythology and folklore of the stars. 
Secrets of Star Clusters: The study of open and 
globular star clusters is key to determining the age of the 
Universe and the life cycle of stars. 
Fri., Dec. 13, 6-8 p.m. 
The Moon: What do we know about the Moon and how 
do we know it. Why is it essential to human life on Earth? 
Fri., Jan. 3, 6-8 p.m. 
MARS-The Red Planet: Myths and speculation 
about Mars compared with what we actually now 
know. Should humans visit it? 
Fri., Feb. 7, 6-8 p.m.
JR RANGERS Ages 6-12, $8 per person 
Learn about Aurora’s true nature as you explore 
some of its beautiful open spaces.  
Wonders of Weather Discover the weather on 
Aurora’s prairie through fun activities and a wagon ride. 
Sun., Feb. 9, 1:30-3 p.m.
WINTER SOLSTICE WALK Ages 8 and older
$8 per person (ages 2 and younger free) 
The winter solstice is a day of celebrating the knowledge that 
longer days are on the way!  Welcome this celebration with an 
early morning walk to watch the sun rise on the shortest day of 
the year. 
Sat., Dec. 21, 6:30-8 a.m.
WINTER PRAIRIE CAMPFIRE-STORIES OF 
SURVIVAL Ages 2 and older 
$8 per person (ages 2 and younger free) 
Hear survival stories of the people and wildlife of the 
prairie while drinking hot cocoa and enjoying s’mores 
around the fire! 
Fri., Jan. 17, 6 p.m.
PRAIRIE BIRDING Ages 6 and older, $5 per person 
Enjoy the open prairie and its diversity of plant and 
animal life as you search for resident birds. Whether 
you are new to birding or a seasoned pro, this is a 
great opportunity to meet other bird enthusiasts and 
enjoy time outdoors. 
FULL MOON HIKES Ages 8 and older, $5 per person 
Discover Aurora’s true nature under the light of the 

MORRISON NATURE CENTER AT STAR K RANCH◄◄ 
STAR K KIDS Ages 5 and younger 
Discover Aurora’s true nature through puppets, 
interactive activities & discovery time on the trail. No 
registration required. 
Every Thursday, 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.  
JR RANGERS Ages 6-12 
Learn about Aurora’s true nature as you explore some 
of its beautiful open spaces.
22513 Wildlife Adaptations In Winter 
Sun., Dec. 8, 1:30-3 p.m.
WINTER RAPTORS All ages 
Join us for a special Hawkquest presentation with LIVE 
raptors and learn which of these amazing birds call 
Aurora their winter home. No registration required. 
Sat., Dec. 21, 10-11 a.m. 
TO FEED OR NOT TO FEED? Ages 8 and older 
With the cold winter weather upon us, it is tempting to feel 
sorry for our wild neighbors and their ability to find enough 
food through the winter. Get advice while diving into the 
policies and research associated with wildlife feeding. 
22636 Sat., Feb. 1, 10-11:00 a.m. 
COYOTE TALES Ages 8 and older  
Coyotes are unique animals that have adapted to living among 
humans quite successfully. In addition to walking the Star K 
Ranch trails looking for signs of coyotes, we'll spend the morning 
learning about their role within ecosystems as well as the history 
and cultural significance of this Aurora resident.  
22642 Sat., Feb. 22, 9- 10:30 a.m.
OWL NIGHT HIKE All ages, $2 per person (ages 2 
and younger free) 
Whoooo are the earliest nesters in Aurora? Great horned owls! 
Join us for an evening walk to look and listen for these majestic 
creatures as they call for-and court each other at Star K Ranch. 
22621 Sat., Dec. 7, 5-6:30 p.m.
THE MATING GAME Ages 18 and older 
Who’s mating, who’s courting and who’s already having 
kids? Join us for an entertaining program about how single 
wild creatures in Aurora find a mate…or two! 
22626 Sat., Feb. 8, 6-7:30 p.m.
iNATURALIST TRAINING SEASON
If you enjoy exploring nature and taking photos of what 
you find, the iNatualist app is for you! Learn how to setup 
an account, use the app and join projects. The worldwide 
City Nature Challenge is in April and Aurora needs your 
passion and skill! No registration required. 
Sat., Feb. 15, 10- 11 a.m.

Registration is required for all programs, except for Star K Kids and Little Naturalists. 
To register for nature programs, call 303.326.8650 or visit AuroraGov.org/Nature. Children under 16 must be accompanied 

by a registered adult for all programs except Junior Rangers and school break programs. Programs may be canceled due to low 
registration or poor weather. For information, contact us at 303.326.8445 or nature@auroragov.org.

full moon and learn a little about its history with this 
guided nature hike. 
Cold Moon Wed., Dec., 11, 5-6:30 p.m. 
Wolf Moon Fri., Jan., 10, 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
Snow Moon Sun., Feb. 9, 5-6 p.m.
WOMEN OF THE PLAINS 
Ages 12 and older, $10 per person 
Women of all backgrounds have been virtually absent 
from the history of the American West. Join us for a 
presentation and a trip to the sod village and tipi camp for 
stories about the daily lives and historical contributions 
of women on the plains while participating in some of the 
tasks that made them indispensable. 
Sun., Jan. 12, noon to 2 p.m.
PLAINS CONSERVATION CENTER WAGON TOUR 
All ages, $10 per person 
Get to know the prairie in a whole new way. On our 
ride across the plains, participants watch for wildlife 
in the landscape. With stops at the sod homes & tipi 
camp, your group will experience what it was like to 
be a homesteader and a Plains Native American living 
on the prairie in the 1800’s.  
NEW! Now offering afternoon/evening tour! Refer 
to the calendar at catalog.botanicgardens.org for 
seasonally adjusted times and to register. 
Select Saturdays from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
PRAIRIE HOMESTEAD SELF-GUIDED TOUR 
All ages, $3 per person 
Join us at the Plains Conservation Center for a self-
guided tour of our historical sod village and tipis. 
Immerse yourself in a replication of a 1880s prairie 
homestead village with authentic artifacts and 
depending on the season, real farm animals.  
Available during open hours, depending on 
programming.

Plains Conservation Center


